US Embassy supports Artist Exchan'ge

he Embassy of the United
States of America will
be hosting an Art in

Embassies cultural exchange

in Botswana from October

19 - 27, 2015. The programme
will provide a platform to value
the work of visual artists in
Botswana and the U.S. and
expand networking opportunities
between Batswana and American
artists.

In collaboration with Thapong
Visual Arts Centre, from October
20 — 22, three American visual
artists will offer collaborative
workshops with Batswana
artists to share techniques
and help them develop career-
building skills as professional
artists. Workshops will be
given in painting, sculpture
and printmaking, and also offer
artists marketing and networking
expertise. The American artists
will also hold a public lecture at
Thapong Visual Arts Centre on
October 19.

~ In collaboration with the
Maun-based civil society
organization Poetavango, the
three visiting artists will also
conduct educational programs
and work with artists at the Maun
International Arts Festival from
October 24 — 27, 2015. During
the Festival, the U.S. artists will
hold visual arts workshops and
produce works of art alongside
Batswana artists in Ngamiland;
of particular note, the American
artists will help complete the
second phase of the mural on the
Maun Public Library.

The U.S. State Department’s
Office of Art in Embassies (AIE)
promotes cross-cultural dialogue
and understanding through
the visual arts by curating
permanent collections, temporary
exhibitions, and cultural outreach
programs at U.S. diplomatic
facilities around the world. Since
its establishment in 1963, AIE
has worked in 171 different

countries with over 20,000
participants including artists,
museums, galleries, universities,
and private collectors. Over the
past decade, AIE has provided
artists the opportunity to travel
abroad on more than 200 cultural
exchanges. Conducting events
at area schools, universities,

and arts institutions while

often collaborating with local
communities to make site-specific
works of art, AIE exchange
participants help bring art to

life through the power of shared
experience. For more information
about Art in Embassies please

visit: http://art.state.gov
About the Visiting Artists
Peter Clouse

Michigan artist Peter Clouse
works with electronic wires
to create large weavings. He
recently obtained a Master of
Fine Arts (MFA) degree from
Cranbrook Academy of Art in
Michigan whére he was in the :
Fiber Department. His work deals
with waste, technology, mapping,
consumption, life, equality,
identity, sustainability, strength,
identity and power. Clouse is

: are paper aad pamt which: she '
uses to buﬂd both coiiages '

deeply committed to process and 4, S

repetitive actions - this is why
weaving is such a strong part
of his work. He currently lives
and works in the Metro Detroit
area and is active in several
exhibitions that span the United
States.



